Dear President Musharraf,





It has come to our notice that on April 22 a large number of police under command of SSP (Senior Superintendent of Police) attacked and baton-charged peaceful protesters in Quetta. After this, Hameed Khan, city organiser of PTUDC and Press Secretary of BCSSA was arrested together with other workers and are still in police custody. The conflict arises from the refusal of the authorities to respect what was agreed by them after the recent strike of the Baluchistan Central Secretariat workers.





We strongly protest against this disgraceful conduct, at a time when you claim to be restoring democracy in Pakistan. May we remind you, sir, that democracy includes the right to strike and demonstrate, and that the Baluchistan authorities are systematically violating these rights. These actions will not be passed over in silence. The Swedish workers' movement will be alerted and all this will be publicly denounced everywhere.





The damage to Pakistan's international image will be considerable. The solution is in your hands. The local authorities in Baluchistan must be brought to heel and the prisoners released at once. That is the very minimum we could expect from a civilised country that claims to be moving towards democracy. Moreover, this whole situation has been brought about by the refusal of the authorities to honour the previous agreement signed by them. This must be immediately rectified and all sacked workers readmitted with no sanctions.





Unless you take the necessary steps to end the arbitrary behaviour of the Governor of Baluchistan, it will bring discredit upon the whole administration and reveal to the world that all the talk about democracy is just a hollow sham.





Respectfully yours,





